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Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

The figure below shows the theoretical visibility of the 
Proposed Development with the screening effect of the 
woodland and settlement.
Taking account of the modest size and scale of the 
Proposed Development and the screening provided by 
the surrounding landscape and vegetation, the Proposed 
Development is well contained. Potential views of the 
Proposed Development would be largely limited to 
close proximity and views from elevated high points 

to the north, west and at longer distance to the south-
west from the summit of Beinn Tharsuinn. The Proposed 
Development is sited on the hill slope of Cnoc  
Muigh-bhlaraidh, which reduces visual effects as taller 
buildings and structures would be seen against the 
backdrop of the surrounding landscape, rather than 
break the skyline. It would form a small part of a wider 
view to surrounding hills and to more rugged and coastal 
landscapes beyond.
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FIGURE DATA:
This figure has been based on the following data:

Layout file: D003-Obs_T5-Building_Heights
Terrain data: 5
Viewer's eye height: 2m above ground level
Calculation grid size: 5m

NOTES:
This drawing is based upon computer generated Zone of Theoretical
Visibility (ZTV) studies produced using the Viewshed routine in the
Visibility Analysis plugin for QGIS.

The areas shown are the maximum theoretical visibility, taking into
account topography, principal woodlands and buildings.

A digital surface model (DSM) has been derived from OS Terrain 5
height data with the locations of woodland and buildings taken from the
OS Open Map Local dataset. Buildings have been modelled with an
assumed height of 7.5m and woodland an assumed height of 15m,
representing a conservative estimate of average heights within the study
area.

The model does not take into account some localised features such as
small copses, hedgerows or individual trees and therefore still gives an
exaggerated impression of the extent of visibility. The actual extent of
visibility on the ground will be less than that suggested by this plan.

The ZTV includes an adjustment that allows for Earth’s curvature and

light refraction. It is based on a derived DSM and has a 2m2 resolution.
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